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everything you need to know about planning a block party!

city of fort lauderdalecity of fort lauderdale

Getting Started    

A neighborhood block party is a great way for neighbors to get together! There are lots of reasons to 

organize a neighbor get-together, and the City of Fort Lauderdale wants to be sure that your block 

party is a huge success! Enclosed in this Block Party Planning Kit is a simple Block Party Notification 

Form for you to fill out, and some tips and suggestions for planning your party!

Suggestions on How to
Start organizing
Most events go more smoothly when time is put 

into planning for their success. Here are some 

suggestions on how to plan your block party:

•	 Start planning in advance

•	 Talk to some of your neighbors and form small 

groups or committees to share the event planning 

•	 Suggested committees: application, budget, publicity, food, entertainment, activities, set up, 

clean up

•	 Decide how many neighbors you want to invite – just your street, block, or neighborhood, and if  

people can invite friends or relatives. Make this clear in your flyer/invitation 

•	 Pick a date and time

•	 Pick a central location for the party; one that your neighbors could walk or ride their bike to  

•	 Don’t forget to review the guidelines section before getting your party started!
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Guidelines 
•	 Block	 Party	 permits	 require	 a	minimum	 of	

10 business days for processing.  

•	 Block	 Party	 applicant	 must	 be	 at	 least	 18	
years of age. 

•	 Block	 Parties	 are	 limited	 to	 one	City	 block	
and cannot be held at intersections. 

•	 Barricades	 and	 “Road	 Closed”	 signs	 are	
required	at	 the	points	of	 closure.	Vehicles,	
home-made saw horses and trashcans are 
not acceptable barricades. 

•	 Quiet	 hours	 are	 between	 11:00	 pm	 and	
7:00 am.

•	 Alcohol	 is	 not permitted in the public  
right-of-way. 

•	 The	 applicant	 for	 a	 City	 block	 party	 shall	
assume all liability and must properly 
set up the road closure using materials 
and guidance provided by the Neighbor  
Support office. 

•	 Place	 all	 Block-Party	 set-ups	 (i.e.	 tables,	
chairs) on one side of the road to allow 
access for emergency vehicles. 

•	 A	good	faith	effort	must	be	made	to	contact	
the neighbors on your block and notify them 
of your Block Party plans. This helps avoid 
misunderstandings and helps strengthen 
neighborhood relations. 

•	 All	 state	 laws	 and	 city	 ordinances	 apply	
during Block Parties.

•	 If	 road	 closure	 interferes	 with	MOT	 plans,	
application will be denied.

•	 Barricades	 and	 signs	 for	 road	 closure	 are	
available	 at	 the	 Neighbor	 Support	 Office	
with a $100 refundable security check 
deposit.

General tips and Good ideas   
•	 Invite	 a	 City	 Commission	 member,	
Community	 Policing	 Officer,	 or	 other	 City	
staff member  

•	 Ask	 the	 Police	 or	 Fire	 Department	 or	
other City department for literature or a 
presentation   

•	 Make	 sure	 you	have	a	 record	of	 everyone	
who attends and everyone you have 
contacted; after all, the idea of a block party 
is to connect neighbors  

•	 Plan	lots	of	activities	for	children		

•	 Have	an	environmentally	friendly	party;	ask	
everyone to bring their own reusable plates, 
cups, and cutlery to limit paper garbage and 
litter  

•	 Include	activities	 that	encourage	people	 to	
meet each other. Use nametags and include 
children by asking them to create the tags

•	 Make	sure	that	people	with	disabilities	can	
participate in the activities and include their 
attendants  

•	 Institute	a	bathroom	policy	of	“everyone	to	 
use	 their	 own”	 so	 that	 home	 security	 is	 
maintained  

•	 Inspire	clean-up	after	the	party	by	rewarding	
children with a prize for picking up trash

•	 Distribute	an	evaluation	form	to	participants	
(to	get	a	good	response,	number	the	forms	 
and have door prizes for returned entries)  

https://www.municode.com/library/fl/fort_lauderdale/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH5ALBE
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Suggestions for Party 
themes and activities 

Possible block party themes include: 

•	 Neighborhood	Barbeque	

•	 Multi-Family	Garage	Sale	

•	 Birthday/Un-Birthday	Party	

•	 Neighborhood	Clean-up	Day	

•	 Wet	&	Wild	Water	Competition	

•	 Holidays	

•	 Pet	Show	

•	 Kids’	Art	Festivals	

•	 Toga	Party	

•	 Mini-Carnival	

•	 Spring	Fling	

•	 Just	For	Fun!	

Some activities that you might consider 
including at your party could be:  

•	 Sports	Tournaments	

•	 Hula	Hoop	Contest	

•	 Limbo	Contest	

•	 Bingo	

•	 Bubble	Blowing	Contest	

•	 Bobbing	For	Apples	

•	 Three-Legged	Races	

•	 Sack	Races	

•	 Water	Balloon	Toss	

•	 Scavenger	Hunt	

Suggestions for Getting 
the Word out  

There’s no point in having a big event like a 

block party if nobody will know about it!  There 

are many ways to let your neighbors know you 

are having a party.  Here are just a few:  

•	 Create	a	flyer	and	be	sure	to	include:	date,	 

 time, location, activities, what to bring, and  

 who to contact for more information  

•	 Ask	people	to	pass	out	flyers	on	their	block	

•	 Use	e-mail	to	distribute	the	information	

•	 Post	 the	 event	 on	 your	 neighborhood’s	 

 Nextdoor website 

•	 Start	a	phone	tree	
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city of fort lauderdale
Block Party aPPlication form 

PLeASe RetuRN COMPLeteD FORM tO:  
Neighbor Support Division | City of Fort Lauderdale  

100 N. Andrews Avenue | Fort Lauderdale, FL  33301  
neighborsupport@fortlauderdale.gov | Questions? Call (954) 828-5271

NAMe OF NeighbORhOOD ASSOCiAtiON OR bLOCk PARty AReA:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

WhO iS ReSPONSibLe FOR ORgANiziNg the bLOCk PARty?

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ____________________________       

ALteRNAte CONtACt:  

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ____________________________       

bLOCk PARty LOCAtiON: 

Proposed Block Party Street:___________________________________________________________________________

Cross Streets: ___________________________________________ & _________________________________________

bLOCk PARty iNFORMAtiON:
Date: _______________________________   Start Time: __________________   End Time: __________________

Is your Block Party sponsored by a Neighborhood or Business Association?  YES 				NO	

Have your Neighborhood/Business Association been notified of your event?   YES 				NO	

Have neighbors been notified of your Block Party?   YES 				NO	

How many people are expected to attend? __________

Tell us more about your Block Party. What are you celebrating? Does it have a theme? Have you hosted this event 

before? ___________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you read and reviewed the City Ordinance regarding the prohibition of alcoholic beverages on any public  

street or sidewalk?   YES 				NO	

Do you agree to not have amplified music beyond quiet hours (11:00 PM to 7:00 AM)?    YES 				NO	

Your signature below indicates that you have read and understand the instructions and guidelines for hosting a Block 
Party. Further, the person/group named in this application will be responsible for the conduct of the group and for 
the condition of the reserved area. 

Signature: _______________________________________________   Date: _______________________



Date: _____________________________ Time: ___________________

Place: ______________________________________________________

Theme/Event: _______________________________________________

to rSVP or to help out, please contact: 
______________________ at, _________________ or 

______________________ at, _________________ 

you are invited to a 
Block Party!

We look forward 
to seeing you there!


